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SECTION-A

1. Readthefollowing passage carefully and answer the questionsthat follow: [9%x1=9]

We want purity - purefood, pure water, pure air. Welong for pure surroundings. We
yearn for pure heart and pure love. We prefer pure environment and pure society. We are
fond of purity because purity promotes health. Impurities are injurious to health. Purity
provides peace of mind. Impurities impair the mind. Both for bodily health and mental
health, we need purity. We do require environmental purity for overall health.

Purity of body isphysical health. Purity of speechisunsullied truth. Purity of heartis
unselfish love. Purity of thought, righteous reason. Purity of mind is wholesome peace.
Purity of action is sincere and unselfish service. Purity of society is harmonious unity.
Purity of environment issoul - elevating serenity.

In the Mahabharata, there is an interesting episode to illustrate the nature of purity.
The Pandavas and Kauravas were Drona's disciples. They were once summoned by the
preceptor Dronafor atest. The eldest of the Pandavas, Yudhishthira, was asked to bring one
bad person from the society. The eldest of the Kauravas, Duryodhana, was asked to fetch
one good person from the same society in Hasthinapura. After athorough search, both the
cousinsreturned empty - handed. The pure minded Yudhishthirafound everyoneto be pious
and pure. Theimpure mind of Duryodhanafound everyoneto beevil andimpure. Asisthe
mind soisthevision.

Purity of mind makesour vision, words and deeds pure. It hasa so the power to purify
people. Evil hasno placein the presenceof purity. Nor canit face purity, asdarkness cannot
facethesun. It only getschangedinto purity. Foolswho cometo scoff remainto pray inthe
presence of purity. Villainswho cometo harm stand in adoration in the presence of purity.
Murderers become votaries of peace in the presence of purity.

Pavaharibabawasasaint. Hewas Pureand Pious. Helived avery smplelife. Oneday,
when hewas adl eep, athief entered hisdwelling place and took away the vessal containing
food. The saint woke up and saw the running thief. Immediately he picked up the remaining
two vessals containing boiled vegetables and curd and ran after him. Thethief stopped and
the saint approached himwith al purity of loveand said “ Child, thefood isinsufficient for
you. You may havethisalso. Please sit and eat without hurry.

Questions :

i)  Whatdowewant? [1]
i)  Why arewefond of purity? [1]
i)  Why doweneed purity? [1]
iv)  Whowasthe preceptor of the Pandavas and Kauravas? [1]
v)  Why did both Yudhishthiraand Duryodhanareturn empty - handed? [1]
vi)  What makesour vision, words and deeds pure? [1]
Find out the word from the passage which means:

vii) Event [1]
viii) Teacher [1]
ix) Utensil [1]
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Read thefollowing passage carefully and answer the questionsgiven: [6x1=6]

Thereisnothing which adds so much to the beauty of the countryside aswater, beit
just alittle stream trickling over therocks, or alittle pond by the wayside where the cattle
guench their thirst of an evening. The rainfed tanks that are so common in South India -
also? Often so sadly neglected in their maintenance are acheering sight when they arefull.
They are of course, shallow, but thisislessevident sincethewater issilt - |laden and throws
thelight back, and the bottom does not therefore show up. Thesetanks play avital rolein
South Indian agriculture. In Mysore, for example, much of thericeisgrowninthem. Some
of thesetanksare surprisingly largeand itisabeautiful sight to see the sunrise or set over
one of them. Water in alandscape may be compared to the eyesin ahuman face. It reflects
the mood of the hour, being bright and gay when the Sun Shines, turning to dark and gloomy
when the sky isover cast.

Oneof themost remarkabl efacts about water isits power to carry silt or finely divided
soil in suspension. Thisisthe origin of the characteristic colour of the water in rain fed
tanks. This colour varies with the nature of earth in the catchment area and is most vivid
immediately after afreshinflow following rain. Swiftly flowing water can carry fairly large
and heavy particles. Thefinest particles, however, remain floating withintheliquid inspite
of their greater density and are carried to distances. Such particlesare of course, extremly
small, but their number is great and incredibly large amounts of solid matter can be
transported in thisway. When silt - laden water mixeswith the salt water of the sea, thereis
arapid precipitation of the suspended matter. Thiscan bereadily seen when onetravelsby
steamer down agreat river to the deep sea. The colour of the water changes successively
from the muddy red or brown of silt through varying shades of yellow and green finally to
the blue of the deep sea. Those great tracts of land have been formed by silt thus deposited
is evident on an examination of soil in aluvial areas. Such land, consisting as it does of
finely divided matter, isusually very fertile.

Questions::

1)  Namethething which adds so much to the beauty of the countryside. [1]
i)  Where doesthe cattle quench their thirst of an evening? [1]
i) How doeswater in aland scape reflect the mood of the hour? [1]
iIv)  Whichisthe most remarkablefact about water? [1]
v)  Writetheword from the passage which means: ‘ Illustration’. [1]
vi) Writethe oppositeword of ‘Barren'. [1]
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SECTION-B
3. YouareVivek/Vaishnavi studying in Govt. Senior Secondary School Chomu (Jaipur). Y our
school isorganizing an educational tour to Agra. Asthe secretary of your school’s student
union, draft anotice for the notice board. [4]

OR
You areAjay/Anita. You have beeninvited to attend the marriage ceremony of your friend’'s

daughter on 03 March 2024, at his residence in Ajmer. Write an informal reply to your
friend Sachin/Sunita, accepting it.

4.  Your school organized a state level sports tournament on 10" November 2023. Prepare a
report to be published in your school magazine in about 100 words. (Chief guest, Main

events, Winners, Prize distribution closing) [5]
OR
Writeaparagraph in about 100 wordson“ A Road Accident” based onthe cluesgiven below :
(An old man road acar from opposite side hits
people gather take hospital phone family members
)

5. YouareMohit/Muskan living in Jaipur. A sewerageline of your locality isbroken thereis
dirty water everywhere. Write aletter to the Mayor complaining about it. [6]
(sewerageline, dirty water, panic, diseases requireimmediate action)

OR

You are Pawan/Poojaliving in Bharatpur. You have read an advertisement for the post of
English Lecturer in D.PS. Bharatpur. Write a job application to the chairman (D.PS.
Bharatpur) including C.V./Resume.

(advertisement, newspaper, lecturer, postgraduate in English experience, hard working)

SECTION-C
6. Jointhefollowing sentencesusing thewordsgiveninthe brackets: [2x1=2]

i) I boughtahorse. ThehorseisanArab. (which)
i) Youmet aman yesterday. Themanismy father. (whom)

7.  Combine each set of sentencesinto one sentence as directed : [2x1=2]
1)  Wemust eat, or we cannot live. (Simple sentence)

i)  Havingfinished hisexercise, he put away hisbooks. (Compound Sentence)
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8.  Fill intheblanks by choosing correct conjunction from those given in brackets: [2x1=2]

i) Heissow heissure. (but, for)
ii) Hevisited Agra, Delhi. (and—or/not only——~but also)

9. Fill intheblanksby choosing the appropriate phrasal verb fromthose givenin brackets:

[2x1=2]
1)  Yesterday the engine of the Chetak express . (broke down/broke up)
i) Hewantsto new changesin the education system. (bring up / bring about)

SECTION-D
10. Readthefollowing passage carefully and answer the questionsthat follow: [6x1=6]

“Why do you do this?’ | ask Sahab whom | encounter every morning scrounging for goldin
garbage dumps of my neighbourhood. Saheb left hishomelong ago. Set amidst the green
fields of Dhaka, hishomeisnot even adistant memory. Therewere many stormsthat swept
away their fieldsand homes, hismother tettshim. That’swhy they left, looking for goldin
thebig city wherehenow lives.

“1 have nothing elseto do”, he mutters, looking away. “Go to school”, | say glibly, realizing
immediately how hollow the advice must sound.

“Thereisno school in my neighbourhood. When they build one. | will go”.

“If | start aschool, will you come?’ | ask, half - Joking. “Yes,” he says, smiling broadly.
A few dayslater | see him running up to me. “Isyour school ready?’

“It takeslonger to build aschool,” | say, embarrassed at having made apromise that was not
meant. But promiseslike mine abound in every corner of hisbleak world.

After monthsof knowing him, | ask hisname. “ Saheb - e- Alam”, heannounces. Hedoes not
know what it means. If he knew its meaning - lord of the universe - hewould have ahard
timebdieving it. Unaware of what hisnamerepresents, heroamsthe streetswith hisfriends,
anarmy of barefoot boyswho appear likethe morning birdsand disappear a noon. Over the
months, | have cometo recognize each of them.

Questions

i)  Towhom theauthor encountersevery morning. [1]
(A) Mukesh (B) Saheb
(C) Saheb’'smother (D) None

i)  Thereweremany stormsthat swept away : [1]
(A) Their fieldsand homes (B) Their clothes
(C) Their children (D) Their cattle

i) Thereisno school inmy : [1]
(A) Village (B) City
(C) Street (D) Neighbourhood
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Iv)  Unaware of what his name represents, he roamsthe streetswith his; [1]
(A) Parents (B) Author
(C) Friends (D) None
V)  Which of thesewordsfrom the passage means‘ meet’ ? [1]
(A) Scrounging (B) Storms
(C) Encounter (D) Advice
vi)  Which of these wordsfrom the passageisoppositeto ‘ appear’ ? [1]
(A) dlibly (B) amidst
(C) recognise (D) disappear
Answer of thefollowing questionsin about 60 words. [1x4=4]
Do you agreethat the Champaran episode had changed the plight of peasants? Describeit.
(Indigo)
OR
How did Douglas over come hisfear of water? (Deep Water)
Answer thefollowing questionsin 20-30 words: [2x2=4]
i)  How didtheold manwelcometherattrap seller? (The Rattrap)

i) What did Sophiewant and how did shewant to achieve her am?

Explain any one of the following stanzas with reference to the context : [1x6=6]
i)  Driving frommy parent’shome
to Cochinlast Friday morning,
| saw my mother, beside me,
doze, open - mouthed, her face
ashen like that of acorpse
i)  Athingof beauty isajoy forever
Itslovelinessincreases, it will never
Passinto nothingness; but will keep
A bower quiet for us, and asleep
full of sweet dreams..........

Answer thefollowing questionsin about 60 words : [1x4=4]
Write down the central idea of the poem
‘Aunt Jennifer’sTiger's .
OR
Write down the theme of the poem

‘Keeping Quiet’.
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Answer thefollowing questionsin 20-30 words: [2x2=4]

1)  What did road side stand’ sdwellerswant fromthetravellers? (A Roadside Stand)

i)  Why did carsstop at aroadside stand? (A Roadside Sand)

Answer thefollowing questionsin about 80 words : [1x4=4]

Draw acharacter sketch of ‘ The Tiger King'. (The Tiger King)
OR

Describe Bama's experience as avictim of the caste system.

Answer thefollowing questionsin about 20-30 words: [2x2=4]

i)  How many time zones, check pointsand bodies of water did involveinthejourney?
(Journey to the end of the Earth)

i)  Why did Derry want to be alone? (On the Face of it)
Choose the correct adternative : [6%1=6]
i)  Charley wanted twoticketsto: [1]
(A) NewYork (B) Gaesburglllinois
(C) Grandcentral (D) Hartford
i)  Theprincewasborninthe hour of the: [1]
(A) Bull (B) Leo
(C) Gemini (D) Aries
iii) Thenarrator had beentravelling over : [1]
(A) 90 hours (B) 95 hours
(C) 100 hours (D) 105 hours
iv)  Yumiwas: [1]
(A) Sadao'swife (B) Hanasmother
(C) Hanashusband (D) Sadao’'smaid
v) HowoldwasDerry? [1]
(A) Thirteen (B) Fourteen
(C) Fifteen (D) Twdve
vi)  Whose pen nameisZitkaa- sa? [1]
(A) Karukku (B) Bama

(C) Gertrude SmmonsBonnin (D) Sangeti

DI RO
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