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PREFACE

 Imparting knowledge, creating awareness, promoting understanding, 
enhancing linguistic skills and projecting our socio-cultural and national ethos are 
some of the important objectives kept in view while designing and developing this 
English Compulsory Textbook for Class XII Students.

 It consists of three distinct sections one each for prose, poetry and writing 
skills. Major literary forms like prose, poetry, drama, fiction and non-fiction have 
been suitably used in the book to focus on various themes and issues. The texts of 
prose and poetry sections have been chosen from popular works of renowned foreign 
and Indian writers of English presenting themes and issues of wider variety and 
social milieus to enable our learner to develop deeper insight into them. Each lesson 
deals with a new theme or issue and provides the student greater exposure to acquaint 
him/her with that theme or issue. These mainly deal with effective reading, human 
psychology, socio-cultural and national ethos, conservation of environment and 
water, India's gifts of Yoga, Purity, Meditation and Concentration, Mahatma 
Gandhi's  first success with Civil Disobedience, physical impairment and sense of 
alienation, adventure, global warming, joy of freedom, and the power of hope.

 Adequate glossary has been provided to facilitate quick reading and 
understanding. It is followed by activities like Comprehension, Vocabulary, Speech 
Activity and Composition based on the text. Speech activity and composition 
exercises are mainly based on the text but in some cases,  in the form of  beyond the 
text-activities they are basically  conforming to  the text of the lesson.

 An exclusive section of writing skills has been added to the text book to 
furnish clues and samples for specific writing needs of the learner in accordance with 
the syllabus.

 Every effort has been made to make the text-book useful for the learner to 
help attain the desired goals. It is hoped that the book will come up to the expectations 
of the readers. Suggestions for improvement are welcome.

- Convener
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Indians' Gifts to the World

elimination and reduces blood flow to the internal organs. For short term, this stress



-Timothy Burgin
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 The theme of the poem is hope as defined and considered by various parties 
including the poet. Some others are vague, unclear, uncertain interpreters whereas the 
poet is a definite and certain interpreter of hope. Birds, human beings, animals and 
nature depend upon hope. Hope sustains life.






























































